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First Reading Genesis 1: 1-2:4a
At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God the life-giving Spirit form the earth and all its inhabitants. God sees that all this created work is good and then rests on the seventh day.
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was mos morning, the fourth day. above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the 

waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 27 So God created humans in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. 28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the sixth day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 4a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.
Psalm 8
1O  Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!—2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and children; you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger. 3When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars you have 

set in their courses, 4what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, human beings that you should | care for them? R 5Yet you have made them little less than divine; with glory and honor you crown them. 6You have made them rule over the works of your hands; you have put all things under their feet: 7all flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts of the field, 8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 9O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in | all the earth! 
Second Reading 2 Corinthians 13: 11-13 
Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian fellowship grounded in the triune harmony of Christ’s grace, God’s love, and the Spirit’s partnership.
[Paul writes:] 11 Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my appeal; agree with one another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.
Gospel Matthew 28:16-20 
After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and commissions them to baptize and teach all nations in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
Pastor Becky is on vacation this Sunday so the sermon is from The Sermon Supply by Pastor Alex Aviars, North West Michigan Synod, Technical Director. Pastor Becky returns next week.



SERMON TEXT: 
Today is called “Holy Trinity” Sunday. 
Pastors who follow the same lectionary that we do, which is a good amount, will inevitably be preaching on the trinity. They will somehow explain the three persons of the Trinity: God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. Somehow they will explain this one in three and three in one.
 At this point in my ministry, I’ve preached many times about the trinity. I remember back in seminary we were warned of the dangers of the many different explanations of the trinity. Any comparisons, similes, metaphors to say, matter (solid, liquid, gas and somehow aligning those with God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit), would always eventually fall apart and no longer make sense. It seemed like the professors were saying, don’t even try and explain the trinity. 
So, I’m going to finally take my professors advice and not explain the trinity to you. And that concludes my sermon for today. Thank you very much. Amen. 
Just kidding. I do have more to say for today. Just not on the trinity. 
I’m not going to explain the trinity today, because I don’t think that is the most important part of this Gospel text for today. The most important part is the Great Commission. It’s the part where Jesus tells the disciples to go to every nation and make new disciples, baptizing, and teaching them about Jesus and obeying the commandments of Jesus. That is the most important part. This is the most important part because everything in the Gospel of Matthew has been leading up to this point. In fact, everything up until this point needed to happen before this Great Commission could be given. 
We can see how significant this is because after this text, the Gospel of Matthew ends. The writer of Matthew has nothing more to say. After Jesus issues this Great Commission, there is nothing more to say. That’s it. The place where this Great Commission occurs is also significant. It doesn’t happen in a synagogue. It doesn’t happen in an upper room. It doesn’t happen in a house. It doesn’t happen in a restaurant. This Great Commission occurs on a mountain. It occurs outside. 
We all know the concept about “mountain-top” experiences, right? They are experiences that we will always remember, that have a huge impact on us. 

Mountain-top experiences change our lives. What the disciples experience in our Gospel text for today, they will never forget. This mountain experience is 
unforgettable. It will have a huge impact on their lives, changing them forever. One reason why this is so memorable is because this mountain experience is where the disciples meet the resurrected Jesus for the first time in the Gospel of Matthew. Earlier in this Gospel, Jesus wasn’t at the tomb with the 2 Mary’s. There are no other reports of Jesus appearing to anyone in this Gospel anywhere else. This mountain is the first place where Jesus appears to his disciples. Now seeing the resurrected Jesus, the disciples worship Jesus. But it’s also interesting to note, that they still have their doubts. Here is Jesus, appearing before them, just as he said, and yet they are still doubting. This appearance doesn’t clear up everything for them about the resurrected Jesus. Then Jesus gives them their commission. The disciples are to go to every nation and make disciples, baptizing, and teaching them about Jesus and obeying the commandments of Jesus. This is basically Jesus summing up what ministry is, in one single sentence. 
Basically, what Jesus is telling the disciples to do is to “Reach out at every opportunity.” We are supposed to do this as well. We, all you watching this video wherever you may be, myself, everyone sitting in the pews of our churches, students in our campus ministries, we are to go to everyone, baptizing, and telling people of Jesus and his teachings and commandments. But there is more that we are to do, right? There are also actions involved. We are also to do something with this reaching out. We can look to the example of Jesus. Jesus did things. He put his faith into action. Jesus helped the poor. Jesus helped those with little to no power. Jesus healed the sick. Jesus did things. But it is worth mentioning that the actions that we do, they don’t save us. Our actions don’t grant us salvation. We are already saved. Our actions flow from already being saved, not the other way around. Because we are saved by grace. At the very end of our Gospel text, Jesus tells the disciples that he will be with them always, until the end of the age. Jesus is also saying that to us as well. Death did not keep Jesus away from us. God raised Jesus from the dead so that Jesus would be with us always. And sending the Holy Spirit as well to be our companions. God is with us. And God will guide us as we put our faith 

into action to help those in need. Good people gathered here, the most important part in our Gospel text for today is not the trinity, but the Great Commission. It’s 
significant that this Great Commission doesn’t occur in a religious, holy place, but instead on a mountain. This is a memorable experience for the disciples. In this commission, Jesus tells the disciples to go to every nation and make disciples, baptizing, and teaching them about Jesus and obeying the commandments of Jesus. Basically, Jesus is telling the disciples to “Reach out at every opportunity.” There are also actions involved with this. And we can rest assured that God is guiding us to what actions to do. Thanks be to God.
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